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Seek wisdom 

 

Caption: Robert French 

A message from the Chancellor, The Hon. Robert S French AC  

Graduation from The University of Western Australia is an achievement reflecting years of commitment 
to higher learning. It also marks the acquisition of the ability to continue to learn, to reason critically and, 
over time, to acquire the wisdom that comes by joining learning and reasoning to life experience.  For 
those graduates and their teachers who have had to work through the constraints and difficulties of 
pandemic restrictions, it is a particularly notable achievement.  I offer sincere congratulations to all. 
 
It is an achievement which makes you all part of our history.  As the holder of a degree at The University 
of Western Australia, you join generations of students who have passed through the lecture theatres and 
tutorial rooms at the University, since it came into existence in 1911. You are now part of its history as 
much as it is part of yours. 
 
The prime mover in the establishment of the University was its first Chancellor, Sir John Winthrop 
Hackett, a leading Western Australian politician, philanthropist and the proprietor of The West 
Australian newspaper. 
 
The University’s purpose, from its foundation, was expressed in practical terms – to provide instruction 
in ‘practical arts and liberal studies’ which would help develop the fledging economy of Western 
Australia and thereby ‘advance the prosperity and welfare of the people’. The University’s motto 
encompasses that purpose with a higher ideal in urging all who pass through it to ‘seek wisdom’. 
 
The first 184 students enrolled at the University attended their lectures, which began on 31 March 1913, 
in timber and iron huts located in Irwin Street, Perth. From those humble beginnings the generation and 
transmission of knowledge, expertise and innovation at The University of Western Australia has played a 
significant part in the economic development of Western Australia. It has inspired the work of thousands 
of researchers and equipped tens of thousands of graduates to contribute in myriad ways to our society. 
 
UWA is one of the world’s leading universities.  Our graduates go into the world equipped with skills and 
qualifications which will enable them to engage with the pressing challenges of the day and to advance 
our society in all fields of human endeavour. 
 
I wish you well as you apply your learning, and the wisdom acquired by life experience combined with 
that learning, for the benefit of Western Australia, our nation and the wider global community. 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caption: Amit Chakma 

A message from the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Amit Chakma 

Graduation day is a special day for the University, our graduates and their families and friends.  
 
On this occasion, we gather as a university community to celebrate your academic success and to 
wish you the very best as you embark on your respective journeys.  
 
I offer my warmest congratulations to all our graduates. You have worked hard and met the 
demanding standards of a UWA degree. You are to be commended for your academic achievements.  
 
As you graduate, please remember that your learning days are not over. Learning is a lifelong 
process.  We have prepared you to be master learners. Continue to Seek Wisdom. 
 
We have not given you answers to all questions. We hope that what remains with you is the ability 
to approach new issues objectively and with an open mind, and always tempered with empathy for 
the human condition. 
 
You are graduating at a time when humanity is facing many challenges. The need for highly educated 
and talented people has never been greater. Our world needs talented young people like you to 
bring a fresh perspective and knowledge in tackling these problems. 
 
You are among the fortunate few to have attended one of the finest universities in the world. You 
have what it takes to take these challenges on and chart a brighter course for yourselves, your 
community, your country, and indeed for humanity. As citizens of the globe, you are our gift to the 
world. We are counting on you for your ingenuity, creativity, and leadership. Go out there, be bold, 
live a life of impact, and make us proud. 
 
As graduates, you become members of convocation. You are forever a cherished member of this 
great institution founded over a century ago. Wherever your life’s journey may take you, UWA will 
always be your home. Come home, and come often. Your Alma Mater will be waiting for you! 
 
Congratulations to all of you. 
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Indigenous commitment 
 
Indigenous protocol (by Dr Richard Walley OAM) 
As Noongar people: We respect place and people, plants and animals. It is a holistic respect. We pay 
tribute to events and ceremonies. We embrace people and change while maintaining links to ancient 
cultures and practices. 
 
Noongar people 
Noongar people are the original inhabitants of the South West of Western Australia and form one of 
the largest Aboriginal cultural blocks in Australia. The 14 different language groups – Amangu, 
Yued/Yuat, Whadjuk/Wajuk, Binjareb/Pinjarup, Wardandi, Balardong/Ballardong, Nyakinyaki, 
Wilman, Ganeang, Bibulmun/Piblemen, Mineng, Goreng, Wudjari and Njunga/ Noongar – have 
ownership of all Noongar kaartdijin (knowledge) and culture. 
 
Boodjar (Country) 
The ancestral lands of Aboriginal people. UWA is situated on Noongar Boodjar, in the land of the 
Whadjuk Noongar people. 
 
Welcome to Country 
A Welcome to Country celebrates Aboriginal people’s connection with the land, acknowledges 
Aboriginal people as the traditional owners of the land, and welcomes visitors and guests to their 
land. 
 
Acknowledgement of Country 
An Acknowledgement of Country occurs when an elder or custodian is unavailable to deliver the 
Welcome to Country. In this case a senior representative of the organisation recognises the 
traditional owners and their ongoing connection and responsibilities to Country. 
 
Blessing 
A blessing is delivered by an Elder, or custodian of the country, who extends best wishes for future 
journeys to individuals who have spent time on Country. 
 

 
 

  



 

National Anthem 
 
The assembly is invited to sing the first verse of the Australian National Anthem. 
 
Australians all let us rejoice,  
For we are one and free;  
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;  
Our home is girt by sea;  
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts  
Of beauty rich and rare;  
In history’s page, let every stage  
Advance Australia Fair.  
In joyful strains then let us sing,  
Advance Australia Fair. 
 
 
 

The Procession 
 
The ceremony commences with the entrance of the Procession.  
 
There is an order of precedence, with the most senior ranking persons appearing at the end of the 
Procession. Thus, lecturers and senior lecturers will enter the Hall first, followed by the professoriate 
and former honorary degree recipients. They are followed by members of the Senate, which is the 
University’s governing body, and the Warden of Convocation, representing the body of graduates of 
the University. The highest ranking officials of the University, the Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor 
and Chancellor, are the last to mount the stage.  
 
The Procession can also include representatives of other universities and dignitaries of local, state 
and national governments. 
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Your UWA graduate community 
 
Graduating from University is a momentous achievement and it is our great pleasure to offer 
heartfelt congratulations on behalf of your fellow UWA graduates.  
 
We’d like to thank you for choosing to study at UWA and for showing admirable dedication in 
pursuing your educational goals. As a graduate, you will now embark on an exciting new journey – 
stepping beyond the guidance of professors and tutors – to follow your dreams and fulfil personal 
and professional goals. 
However, graduation is only the beginning of a proud, life-long affiliation with  
your University. 
 
Welcome to your global community of over 141,400 UWA graduates!   
 
The ‘conGRADulatory’ bookmark you have received has been handmade in Australia from recycled 
office paper and embedded with Swan River Daisy seeds. A little memento of your time as a UWA 
student that can grow with you on the journey ahead.  
 
To ensure you receive event invitations, voting ballots and 
graduate  
communications, please update your contact details by visiting 
alumni.uwa.edu.au/update, or by scanning the QR code.  
 
We wish you well in your future endeavours and look forward 
to celebrating the success you find. ConGRADulations! 

  



 

Stay involved with UWA 
 
Through the power of UWA’s graduate network, you’ll find avenues for personal growth, life-long 
learning, volunteering, social engagement and fellowship with your peers. Wherever you go in the 
world, you will have access to peers who can support your career goals. 
 
As a graduate, you are now a member of the Convocation of UWA Graduates,  
a legally constituted body – unique to UWA – which provides you with the opportunity to share in, 
and contribute to, the future intellectual and cultural prosperity of the University.   
 
You are eligible to vote for members of the Council of Convocation and representatives on the 
Senate of UWA, and to be nominated for these roles. To find out more about how to get involved 
please visit convocation.uwa.edu.au. 
 
We encourage you to continue your relationship with UWA – to vote, attend events, stay in touch and 
get involved in UWA alumni life!  
 
 

 
Lead: in ways that reflect your passions. Bring together other graduates to achieve 
great things and share your story to inspire others. 
 

 

Learn: through events, thought leadership, short courses and resources like library 
membership, UniHub, alumni newsletters and Uniview magazine. 
 

 
Network: with your global community of over 141,400 graduates. 
 

 
Volunteer: as a mentor, by telling your story through a profile or podcast, as a 
network ambassador, as a committee member, by organising a reunion and more 
 

 
Give: through the UWA Alumni Fund where the kindness and generosity of our 
UWA graduates, staff and friends continues to change the lives of UWA students. 
 

 
Find out more by visiting alumni.uwa.edu.au 
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Order of Proceedings 
 

Organ recital by the University Organist* 

Introduction by the Chair of Academic Board*  

The procession will enter and the assembly is requested to stand 

The National Anthem 

Proceedings will be opened by the Chancellor* 

Welcome to Country  

Vice-Chancellor’s Address* 

Guest Address 

Conferral of Undergraduate Awards 

Conferral of Postgraduate Awards 

Welcome Address by the Warden of Convocation* 

Valedictorian Address  

Proceedings will be closed by the Chancellor* 

The procession will retire and the assembly is requested to stand 

*On occasion, a representative may fulfil this ceremonial role. 
 



 

Guest Address  
Profile of Speaker 
 
Dr Amit Gurbuxani BDSc RGC, MDP&PH W.Aust., MRACDS(DPH) RACDS, FICD, FPFA 
 
After graduating from Dentistry in India in 2004, Dr. Amit Gurbuxani moved to Perth in 2009, on 
being awarded an Endeavour Postgraduate Scholarship by the Australian government. This 
scholarship, for meritorious international individuals of the Asia-Pacific region to undertake study, 
research, and professional development in Australia, helped him complete his Master’s degree in 
Dental Public and Primary Health at UWA in 2010. 
 
Dr Gurbuxani’s dual interest in primary dental care for the community and teaching the next 
generation led him to be nominated multiple times for Excellence in Teaching awards at UWA. In 
2010, he was awarded the dental Public Sector Service Award: OHCWA Service Excellence Award – 
Western Australia. 
 
His passion for teaching continues in his role as a Senior Clinical Lecturer at UWA and has been 
recognized by the UDSS (University Dental Student Society), which awarded him Honorary Life 
Membership of the Society in 2018. 
 
Dr Gurbuxani’s strong belief in helping the community led him to his involvement with the 
Australian Dental Association, WA branch. He was appointed a councillor in 2010 and he is now the 
President of the WA branch. 
 
UWA has been his first home since he moved to Australia more than a decade ago; and his love for 
his alma-mater, where he met his wife, an alumna of our University, continues. 
 
He exemplifies our finest traditions of community commitment, encouraging people within his 
profession to contribute to the future of our University in his current role as Vice-President of the 
UWA Dental Alumni society and committee member for the Western Australian Dental Foundation. 
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Conferral of Awards 

UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS 

The following undergraduate award is presented by the Head of School or nominee of the School 
of Earth Sciences 

Degree of Bachelor of Science 
Degree Specific Major in Geology 

Samuel Andrew Cooper 
 
The following undergraduate award is presented by the Head of School or nominee of the School 
of Human Sciences 

Degree of Bachelor of Science  
Degree Specific Major in Sport Science 

Annie Louise Kinsella  
 
The following undergraduate awards are presented by the Dean/Head of School or nominee of the 
UWA Business School 

Degree of Bachelor of Business  
Degree Specific Major in Business Management 

Hamza Nassiri 

Degree of Bachelor of Commerce 
Degree Specific Major in Accounting 

Jazzya Chiquita Widodo  

Degree of Bachelor of Commerce 
Degree Specific Major in Finance 

Daniel David Nissiem Abisedon 
Dylan Adrian 
Matthew Vince Alessandrino 
Ervin Joseph Umlas Basilio 
Timothy Sinton Bourke 
Taylor Candice Campbell 
Lu Cen 
Nicholas James Crump 
Oliver Thomas D'Souza 
Sofia Michael Ewen 
Kese Murrun Gasbarri  



 

Abhishek Ghosh 
Lachlan Robert John Grace 
Wenwen Han 
Ka Hau Daniel Ho 
Robert Koteski 
Onyx Astra Kumara 
Nathan Eric Le Roux 
Jackey Tsz Chung Lee 
Yue Li 
Chenyu Liu 
Maureen Lowanda 
Zhaoying Lu 
Guanhong Luo 
Lewis Samuel Martin 
Nguyen Thi Phuong Uyen 
Marry Ann Putri Nurcahya 
Jun Kit Pang 
Gabrielle Lucia Percic 
Ruwan Buddhika Punchihewa 
Luke Joseph Ricciardi 
Felicia Gabrielle Roeslim 
Dilon Sunil Shahzadpuri 
Gilad Silverstein 
Vani Srivastava 
Tan Cher Jian Keane 
Ariel Terry 
Christopher Ross Vernon 
Bixin Wang 
Jie Wang 
Ye Wang 
Zekai Wen 
Hayden Wong 
Hoi Man Wu 
Hao Zheng 
Yuan Zhong 
Jiahui Zhu  

Degree of Bachelor of Commerce  
Degree Specific Major in Marketing 

Yarra Arnes 
David John Alexander Carey 
Jaxon William Cawthorne 
Harrison Chen Ray-Wern 
Jingyu Chen 
Xinling Chen 
Daniel Chuah Kai Jun 
Liam Kyle Alexander Dolling 
Jasmine Ayu Granville Gulliver 
Felicia Halim 
Dejun Huang 
James William George Irving 
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Jiaxin Li 
Xiaojing Liang 
Kwan Ting Lo 
Tess Olivia Mansfield 
Zaiden Antonio Basilio Milosavljevic 
Ijeona Peh Yuran 
Nur Dayana Binti Rozailan 
Kit Ying So 
Zoe Kayla Sprunt 
Mengqi Sun 
Angela Meirina Susanto 
Anisa Taminsyah 
Yuezhe Tan 
Elliott Edwin Michael Todesco 
Daniel Keith Walker 
Nan Wang 
Drae Alexander Warren 
Yue Xing 
Wenjie Xu 
Yichen Zheng 
Yujia Zheng  

Degree of Bachelor of Commerce with Honours  
Liwei Liu (Finance) 

  



 

POSTGRADUATE AWARDS 

The following postgraduate awards are presented by the Dean/Head of School or nominee of the 
UWA Business School 

Graduate Certificate in Business Information and Logistics Management  
Huiqin Xu 

Graduate Certificate in Commerce  
Yee Wai Kin  

Graduate Certificate in Finance  
Liane Marie Chinnery 

Graduate Certificate in Health Leadership and Management  
Audrey Chipo Zinyemba 

Graduate Certificate in Leadership 
Sharon Lee Broad 
 
The following postgraduate award is presented by the Dean/Head of School or nominee of the 
UWA Dental School 

Degree of Doctor of Clinical Dentistry (Prosthodontics)  
Thomas Kingsley Keyes Elliott  
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The University’s Graduation 
Ceremonies at Winthrop Hall 
 
The first students to graduate from UWA graduated on 29 July 1914.  
 
Graduation ceremonies were originally held in the Government House Ballroom, until the official 
opening of Winthrop Hall on 13 April 1932. The Hall is one of the Hackett Memorial Buildings 
financed substantially by the very generous bequest received from the estate of Sir John Winthrop 
Hackett. It is located at the southern end of Whitfeld Court, contributing a great deal to the 
impressive nature of the University’s entrance. 
 
In those early years, a single annual ceremony was sufficient for all graduating students. Today with 
more than 25,000 enrolled students and more than 6,800 degrees, diplomas and certificates 
awarded annually, the University conducts more than 20 ceremonies each year, all in Winthrop Hall.
  
 
Measuring 41 metres long by 18 metres wide and with a height from floor to ceiling of 15 metres, 
Winthrop Hall seats 1069 people in the body of the Hall and 150 or more on the dais. The foyer 
features a mosaic floor of Italian marble, a gilded mosaic panel in memory of Sir Alfred Langler, 
whose financial skill as administrator of the Hackett estate resulted in the University receiving a 
considerably enhanced bequest, and a stained glass window in honour of Dr William Hancock, a 
pioneer of radiology in Western Australia and former member of the Senate, the governing body of 
the University. 
 
Upon entering the Hall, the impressive sights of the McGillivray Organ and the Rose Window sit 
above the dais at the opposite end of the Hall. Jarrah panelling lines the lower half of all other walls, 
each of which bears the shields of other Australian and some overseas universities. The shield for 
this University is hung centrally at the back of the dais and is a modified version of the shield in the 
original UWA Coat of Arms registered with the College of Arms in 1972. 
 
The ceiling was decorated by George Benson in 1931. In 2007, during the restoration of the organ 
and the cleaning of the Rose Window, University staff rediscovered some secret paintings. Benson 
included 10 caricatures, two unfinished, of various local dignitaries at the time. Only four of the 
caricatures have been identified to date: Dr James Battye, Sir Walter James, Judge John Northmore 
and Dr William Somerville, while the others still remain a mystery. 
 
 



 

Academic gowns 
 
The practice of wearing academic dress on formal occasions has a long and illustrious history. The 
title of Chancellor was originally bestowed on important officials in the medieval church and was 
later applied to the chief dignitary of a university. It also refers to the chief judicial officer of England, 
the Lord Chancellor, whose robes are similar to those worn by university chancellors. Thus, it is 
important to remember that the gowns of the Chancellor (who is appointed by the Senate), the Pro-
Chancellor (who is elected by the Senate to act on the Chancellor’s behalf when he or she is 
unavailable), and the Vice-Chancellor (who is the Chief Executive Officer of the University), are not 
strictly academic gowns: they do not signify the wearer’s degree but the office held.  
 
The Chancellor’s gown is of black silk faced with white silk and trimmed with gold braid down 
each front. A flap collar at the back is faced with white silk and trimmed with gold braid and with 
open sleeves fully lined with white silk, trimmed with gold braid and turned back to form a triangle 
bisected by two loops of gold cord from the shoulders. The cap is a black velvet trencher with gold 
tassel and button and trimmed with three centimetres of gold braid.  
 
The Pro-Chancellor’s gown is similar to the Chancellor’s gown but trimmed with gold cord down 
each front with a flap collar at the back faced with white silk. This is also trimmed with gold cord, 
with open sleeves fully lined with white silk, trimmed with gold cord and turned back to form a 
triangle bisected by a loop of gold cord from the shoulders. The Pro-Chancellor also wears a black 
velvet trencher cap with gold tassel and button and trimmed with one-and-a-half centimetres of 
gold braid.  
 
The Vice-Chancellor’s gown is trimmed with silver braid down each front with a flap collar at the 
back faced with white silk. Silver braid trims this collar and the open sleeves are fully lined with 
white silk, rimmed with silver braid and turned back to form a triangle bisected by two loops of silver 
cord from the shoulders. The black velvet trencher cap has a silver tassel and button and is trimmed 
with three centimetres of silver braid. 
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Officers of the University 
 
As at July 2022  
 
Chancellor 
The Honourable Robert S French AC CitWA 
 
Pro-Chancellor 
Mr Frank Cooper AO, BCom W.Aust. 
 
 
Executive  
 
Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Amit Chakma, Diplng IAP, MASc PhD UBC, DEng (Hons) Waterloo, DSc (Hons) Dhaka, 
PEng, ICD.D 
 
Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Acting) 
Professor Tim Colmer, BSc(Agric) W.Aust., PhD UC Davis 
 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) (Acting) 
Professor Anna Nowak, MBBS PhD W.Aust., MLdshp Deakin, FRACP, GAICD,  
 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education) 
Professor David Sadler, FRSA, PFHEA, NTF, MAICD 
 
Chief Financial Officer 
Ms Leona Marquand, BA(Hons) UOP, DipIFR ACCA, GradDipAppFin FASEA, FCA 
 
 
Other principal office-bearers 
 
Chair of the Academic Board 
Professor Raymond Da Silva Rosa, BCom PhD W.Aust. 
 
Visitor 
His Excellency the Honorable Chris Dawson APM, Governor of Western Australia, ex-officio 
 
Warden of Convocation 
Emeritus Professor Jenny Gregory AM, BA PhD W.Aust. 
 
Immediate Past Warden of Convocation  
Clinical Professor Lesley Cala, MBBS MD W.Aust., DMRD, FRANZCR, FRCR 
 
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Education) 
Professor Jill Milroy AM, BA W.Aust. 
 
  



 

University Senate 
 
Chancellor 
The Honourable Robert S French AC CitWA 
 
Members 
Pro Chancellor Frank Cooper AO, BCom W.Aust. 

Vice-Chancellor Amit Chakma, Diplng IAP, MASc PhD UBC, DEng(Hons)Waterloo, DSc(Hons) Dhaka, 

PEng, ICD.D 

Chair of the Academic Board - Raymond da Silva Rosa, BCom PhD W.Aust. 

Amitabh Jeganathan, (Student Guild President) 

Brett Davies, BJuris, LLB, LLM, Dip.Ed, B.Arts(Hons), CTA, AIAMA, MBA Murdoch, SJD W.Aust.  

Jane den Hollander AO, BSc(Hons) MSc Wits, PhD Card, Hon Doc Deakin, Hon Doc Card. 

Jill Benn, BComm(Media)(Hons) E.Cowan, GradDip(InfoLibStds) Curtin, GAICD, PFHEA

Joanne Farrell, BSc W.Aust., GradDipMgt Curtin, BLP UNSW, SLP LBS   

Julie O’Neill, BEc(Hons), EMBA W.Aust. 

Linda Kenyon, BJuris, LLB W.Aust., FGIA 

Max Beard, BSc W.Aust. (Post-Graduate Student Association President) 

Michael Byrne, MSc DU 

Nin Kirkham, BA PhD W.Aust. 

Robert Olivier, BSc W.Aust., BSocSc(Hons) Curtin, PhD W.Aust. 

Susan Lee Murphy AO, BEng W.Aust. 

Warren Kerr AM, BArch W.Aust., MHP UNSW, LFRAIA, FACHSM, FAIM Hon AIA Hon FNZIA 
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The University of Western Australia 
35 Stirling Highway 
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