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Seek wisdom 

 

Caption: Robert French 

A message from the Chancellor, The Hon. Robert S French AC  

Graduation from The University of Western Australia is an achievement reflecting years of commitment 
to higher learning. It also marks the acquisition of the ability to continue to learn, to reason critically and, 
over time, to acquire the wisdom that comes by joining learning and reasoning to life experience.  For 
those graduates and their teachers who have had to work through the constraints and difficulties of 
pandemic restrictions, it is a particularly notable achievement.  I offer sincere congratulations to all. 
 
It is an achievement which makes you all part of our history.  As the holder of a degree at The University 
of Western Australia, you join generations of students who have passed through the lecture theatres and 
tutorial rooms at the University, since it came into existence in 1911. You are now part of its history as 
much as it is part of yours. 
 
The prime mover in the establishment of the University was its first Chancellor, Sir John Winthrop 
Hackett, a leading Western Australian politician, philanthropist and the proprietor of The West 
Australian newspaper. 
 
The University’s purpose, from its foundation, was expressed in practical terms – to provide instruction 
in ‘practical arts and liberal studies’ which would help develop the fledging economy of Western 
Australia and thereby ‘advance the prosperity and welfare of the people’. The University’s motto 
encompasses that purpose with a higher ideal in urging all who pass through it to ‘seek wisdom’. 
 
The first 184 students enrolled at the University attended their lectures, which began on 31 March 1913, 
in timber and iron huts located in Irwin Street, Perth. From those humble beginnings the generation and 
transmission of knowledge, expertise and innovation at The University of Western Australia has played a 
significant part in the economic development of Western Australia. It has inspired the work of thousands 
of researchers and equipped tens of thousands of graduates to contribute in myriad ways to our society. 
 
UWA is one of the world’s leading universities.  Our graduates go into the world equipped with skills and 
qualifications which will enable them to engage with the pressing challenges of the day and to advance 
our society in all fields of human endeavour. 
 
I wish you well as you apply your learning, and the wisdom acquired by life experience combined with 
that learning, for the benefit of Western Australia, our nation and the wider global community. 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caption: Amit Chakma 

A message from the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Amit Chakma 

Graduation day is a special day for the University, our graduates and their families and friends.  

 

On this occasion, we gather as a university community to celebrate your academic success and to 

wish you the very best as you embark on your respective journeys.  

 

I offer my warmest congratulations to all our graduates. You have worked hard and met the 

demanding standards of a UWA degree. You are to be commended for your academic achievements.  

 

As you graduate, please remember that your learning days are not over. Learning is a lifelong 

process.  We have prepared you to be master learners. Continue to Seek Wisdom. 

 

We have not given you answers to all questions. We hope that what remains with you is the ability 

to approach new issues objectively and with an open mind, and always tempered with empathy for 

the human condition. 

 

You are graduating at a time when humanity is facing many challenges. The need for highly educated 

and talented people has never been greater. Our world needs talented young people like you to 

bring a fresh perspective and knowledge in tackling these problems. 

 

You are among the fortunate few to have attended one of the finest universities in the world. You 

have what it takes to take these challenges on and chart a brighter course for yourselves, your 

community, your country, and indeed for humanity. As citizens of the globe, you are our gift to the 

world. We are counting on you for your ingenuity, creativity, and leadership. Go out there, be bold, 

live a life of impact, and make us proud. 

 

As graduates, you become members of convocation. You are forever a cherished member of this 

great institution founded over a century ago. Wherever your life’s journey may take you, UWA will 

always be your home. Come home, and come often. Your Alma Mater will be waiting for you! 

 

Congratulations to all of you. 
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Indigenous commitment 
 

Indigenous protocol (by Dr Richard Walley OAM) 

As Noongar people: We respect place and people, plants and animals. It is a holistic respect. We pay 

tribute to events and ceremonies. We embrace people and change while maintaining links to ancient 

cultures and practices. 

 

Noongar people 

Noongar people are the original inhabitants of the South West of Western Australia and form one of 

the largest Aboriginal cultural blocks in Australia. The 14 different language groups – Amangu, 

Yued/Yuat, Whadjuk/Wajuk, Binjareb/Pinjarup, Wardandi, Balardong/Ballardong, Nyakinyaki, 

Wilman, Ganeang, Bibulmun/Piblemen, Mineng, Goreng, Wudjari and Njunga/ Noongar – have 

ownership of all Noongar kaartdijin (knowledge) and culture. 

 

Boodjar (Country) 

The ancestral lands of Aboriginal people. UWA is situated on Noongar Boodjar, in the land of the 

Whadjuk Noongar people. 

 

Welcome to Country 

A Welcome to Country celebrates Aboriginal people’s connection with the land, acknowledges 

Aboriginal people as the traditional owners of the land, and welcomes visitors and guests to their 

land. 

 

Acknowledgement of Country 

An Acknowledgement of Country occurs when an elder or custodian is unavailable to deliver the 

Welcome to Country. In this case a senior representative of the organisation recognises the 

traditional owners and their ongoing connection and responsibilities to Country. 

 

Blessing 

A blessing is delivered by an Elder, or custodian of the country, who extends best wishes for future 

journeys to individuals who have spent time on Country. 

 

 
 

  



 

National Anthem 
 

The assembly is invited to sing the first verse of the Australian National Anthem. 

 

Australians all let us rejoice,  

For we are one and free;  

We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;  

Our home is girt by sea;  

Our land abounds in nature’s gifts  

Of beauty rich and rare;  

In history’s page, let every stage  

Advance Australia Fair.  

In joyful strains then let us sing,  

Advance Australia Fair. 

 

 

 

The Procession 
 

The ceremony commences with the entrance of the Procession.  

 

There is an order of precedence, with the most senior ranking persons appearing at the end of the 

Procession. Thus, lecturers and senior lecturers will enter the Hall first, followed by the professoriate 

and former honorary degree recipients. They are followed by members of the Senate, which is the 

University’s governing body, and the Warden of Convocation, representing the body of graduates of 

the University. The highest ranking officials of the University, the Vice-Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor 

and Chancellor, are the last to mount the stage.  

 

The Procession can also include representatives of other universities and dignitaries of local, state 

and national governments. 
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Your UWA graduate community 
 
Graduating from University is a momentous achievement and it is our great pleasure to offer 
heartfelt congratulations on behalf of your fellow UWA graduates.  
 
We’d like to thank you for choosing to study at UWA and for showing admirable dedication in 
pursuing your educational goals. As a graduate, you will now embark on an exciting new journey – 
stepping beyond the guidance of professors and tutors – to follow your dreams and fulfil personal 
and professional goals. 
However, graduation is only the beginning of a proud, life-long affiliation with  
your University. 
 
Welcome to your global community of over 141,400 UWA graduates!   
 
The ‘conGRADulatory’ bookmark you have received has been handmade in Australia from recycled 
office paper and embedded with Swan River Daisy seeds. A little memento of your time as a UWA 
student that can grow with you on the journey ahead.  
 
To ensure you receive event invitations, voting ballots and 
graduate  
communications, please update your contact details by visiting 
alumni.uwa.edu.au/update, or by scanning the QR code.  
 
We wish you well in your future endeavours and look forward 
to celebrating the success you find. ConGRADulations! 

  



 

Stay involved with UWA 
 

Through the power of UWA’s graduate network, you’ll find avenues for personal growth, life-long 
learning, volunteering, social engagement and fellowship with your peers. Wherever you go in the 
world, you will have access to peers who can support your career goals. 
 
As a graduate, you are now a member of the Convocation of UWA Graduates,  
a legally constituted body – unique to UWA – which provides you with the opportunity to share in, 
and contribute to, the future intellectual and cultural prosperity of the University.   
 
You are eligible to vote for members of the Council of Convocation and representatives on the 
Senate of UWA, and to be nominated for these roles. To find out more about how to get involved 
please visit convocation.uwa.edu.au. 
 
We encourage you to continue your relationship with UWA – to vote, attend events, stay in touch and 
get involved in UWA alumni life!  
 
 

 

Lead: in ways that reflect your passions. Bring together other graduates to achieve 

great things and share your story to inspire others. 

 

 

Learn: through events, thought leadership, short courses and resources like library 

membership, UniHub, alumni newsletters and Uniview magazine. 

 

 

Network: with your global community of over 141,400 graduates. 

 

 

Volunteer: as a mentor, by telling your story through a profile or podcast, as a 

network ambassador, as a committee member, by organising a reunion and more 

 

 

Give: through the UWA Alumni Fund where the kindness and generosity of our 

UWA graduates, staff and friends continues to change the lives of UWA students. 

 

 
Find out more by visiting alumni.uwa.edu.au 
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Order of Proceedings 
 

Organ recital by the University Organist* 

Introduction by the Chair of Academic Board*  

The procession will enter and the assembly is requested to stand 

The National Anthem 

Proceedings will be opened by the Chancellor* 

Welcome to Country  

Vice-Chancellor’s Address* 

Guest Address 

Conferral of Undergraduate Awards 

Conferral of Postgraduate Awards 

Conferral of Doctoral Degrees 

Conferral of Higher Doctoral Degree 

Conferral of Honorary Degree 

Welcome Address by the Warden of Convocation* 

Valedictorian Address  

Proceedings will be closed by the Chancellor* 

The procession will retire and the assembly is requested to stand 

*On occasion, a representative may fulfil this ceremonial role. 

 



 

Guest Address  

Profile of Speaker 
 

Enrico Palermo, BSc(Hons) BE(Hons) W.Aust. 

 

Enrico has led the Australian Space Agency since January 2021 from its headquarters in Adelaide. 

Since his commencement, Enrico has overseen a number of major milestones. Under his leadership 

the Agency has reached an agreement with NASA for an Australian designed, built and operated 

rover to be included in a future mission to the Moon and the Agency has embarked on the nation’s 

first national space mission. The first launch permits and launch facility licenses under the new 

Australian Space (Launches and Returns) Act have been issued, culminating in the first commercial 

space launch in Australia by NASA in the Northern Territory in June 2022.  

 

Before joining the Agency, Enrico spent 14 years in various roles at Virgin Galactic, including 

establishing and leading a vertically integrated aerospace manufacturing and testing operation of 

over 700 engineers, technicians and professionals responsible for the build and testing of a fleet of 

Mach 3, crewed commercial spaceships. From there Enrico was part of the team that launched the 

New York Stock Exchange listed public company and was appointed Chief Operating Officer. 

 

A Perth native, Enrico graduated from the University of Western Australia with a Bachelor of 

Engineering in Mechanical Engineering and Bachelor of Science in Physics and Applied 

Mathematics. At UWA, Enrico was the recipient of a number of prestigious awards including the 

Faculty of Science medal and a Clough scholarship. He also studied at the International Space 

University in Strasbourg. Enrico has worked or studied in the United States, United Kingdom, France 

and Netherlands. His experience goes beyond the space industry having also worked in Australian 

chemical processing, management consulting, onshore and offshore oil and gas, and mining 

industries. Enrico has also served as a finalist judge on two occasions for the global Google Science 

Fair. 

 

Enrico is passionately applying his deep technical background, international network, and experience 

in scaling businesses to rocket Australia’s space sector toward the Agency’s goal of tripling its size to 

$12 billion and creating 20,000 new jobs by 2030. 
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Conferral of Awards 

UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS 

The following undergraduate awards are presented by the Head of School or nominee of the 

School of Biological Sciences 

Degree of Bachelor of Science  
Degree Specific Major in Botany 

Marie Louise Jacobson 

Madhoolika Karunakaram 

Casandra Esther Ritchie  

Degree of Bachelor of Science  
Degree Specific Major in Conservation Biology 

Holly Louise Butterworth 

Joe Michael Styles 

Degree of Bachelor of Science  
Degree Specific Major in Marine Science 

Anisha Nicole Goodridge 

Georgia Elizabeth Johnsen 

Shenxi Qin 

Ramesharvind Sankar 

Degree of Bachelor of Science  
Degree Specific Major in Zoology 

Charlotte Jae Craig 

Harry William Finch 

Aiden Peter Holmes 

Marissa Jayne Maitland 

Grace Isabel Marsh 

Ishana Menon 

Eryn Quek Peng Jie 

Abigail Nicole Thomas 

Harrison Joseph Tropiano 

Degree of Bachelor of Science with Honours  
Dylan Arthur Gibson (Botany) 

 

Verity Jane Carscadden (Conservation Biology) 

 

 



 

The following undergraduate awards are presented by the Head of School or nominee of the 

School of Molecular Sciences 

Degree of Bachelor of Biomedical Science 
Degree Specific Major in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

Marzieh Fayazi  

Degree of Bachelor of Biomedical Science  
Degree Specific Major in Genetics 

Matthew David Simmonds 

Ebony Ocean Sofield 

Zhiteng Tan 

Degree of Bachelor of Science 
Degree Specific Major in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

Manjot Kaur 

Luo Yingjie 

Degree of Bachelor of Science 
Degree Specific Major in Chemistry 

Jonathan Bamidele Ayomipo Odude 

Grace Isabella Otto 

Cameron Willebrodus Schoonakker  

Degree of Bachelor of Science  
Degree Specific Major in Genetics 

Sophie Louise Abbott 

Timothy George Arul Sakayam 

Aquila Aeysha Bashir  

Degree of Bachelor of Science with Honours  
Daniel Andrew Brescianini (Biochemistry and Molecular Biology) 

 

The following undergraduate awards are presented by the Head of School or nominee of the UWA 

School of Agricultural and Environment 

Degree of Bachelor of Science 
Degree Specific Major in Agricultural Science 

Millie Rose Brady 

Chloe Jane Butler 

Jess Anthony De Sando 

Guojiang Fan 

Isaac James Haslam 

Bryant Ferrell Soetanto 
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Degree of Bachelor of Science 
Degree Specific Major in Environmental Science 

Justin Michael Collins 

Carly Louise Ebenestelli 

Renee Emma Gugiatti 

Beau Brennan Helton 

Louise Jelana Mason Costanzo 

Taesung Oh 

Chujing Qin 

Anne Lloyd Wilson  

 

  



 

POSTGRADUATE AWARDS 

The following postgraduate awards are presented by the Head of School or nominee of the UWA 

School of Agriculture and Environment 

Graduate Diploma in Environmental Science  
Sean Leonard Ferrier  

Degree of Master of Agricultural Economics  
Zhenyu Liu  

Ganji Nikhila 

Degree of Master of Agricultural Science (Crop and Livestock Farming Systems)  
Xiaoyu Shi  

Degree of Master of Agricultural Science (Genetics and Breeding)  
Murali Mohan Byrapuneni  

Jinwen Fan 

Srikanth Gundappagari 

Degree of Master of Agricultural Science (Soil Science and Plant Nutrition)  
Harmanpreet Kaur  

Owusu-Ansah Emmanuel Kwasi 

Degree of Master of Biotechnology (Environmental and Agricultural 

Biotechnology)  
Zixiu Wen 

Degree of Master of Biotechnology (Environmental and Agricultural 

Biotechnology) with Distinction  
Daniel Augusto Juarez Payes 

Tori Jewel Millsteed 

Degree of Master of Environmental Science (Environmental Management)  
Lu Lu 

Degree of Master of Environmental Science (Environmental Rehabilitation)  
Jade Rebecca Dennis  

Alex James Gubbings 
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Degree of Master of Environmental Science (Geographic Information Science 

and Environmental Management)  
Jacob Nehemia Medah 

Chan Suet Ying 

Degree of Master of Environmental Science (Sensing and Spatial Data Science)  
Kristian Edward Madaschi   

Degree of Master of Science in Natural Resources  
Richard Paul Reeve  

 

The following postgraduate awards are presented by the Head of School or nominee of the School 

of Biological Sciences 

Graduate Certificate in Biological Science  
Athira Radhamony Murali  

Degree of Master of Bioinformatics with Distinction 
Denton Thomas Lamb  

Degree of Master of Biological Science (Marine Biology)  
Jarrod Michael Cooper 

Elouise Sander Haskin 

Renae Stephanie Hoskins 

Samuel Harrison Tacey  

Degree of Master of Biological Science (Marine Biology) with Distinction 
Henry Jacques Evans 

Katharina Stephanie Fannei 

Degree of Master of Biological Science (Zoology) 
Sydnee Briana Galvin 

Shengyao Lin  

Degree of Master of Science Communication  
Gu Siming  

 

The following postgraduate awards are presented by the Head of School or nominee of the School 

of Molecular Sciences 

Degree of Master of Biomedical Science (Biochemistry and Molecular Biology)  
Nadzirah Binte Mohamed Bashir  



 

Degree of Master of Biotechnology (Biochemistry and Molecular Biology)  
Bhavinee Kamleshkumar Kansara  

Zakia Ruth Thevarajoo 

Degree of Master of Biotechnology (Biochemistry and Molecular Biology) with 

Distinction  
Hera Thao Nguyen  

Degree of Master of Biotechnology (Genetics and Genomics) 
Sneha Manjunath  

Maria Carina Roux 

Ziyi Wang 

Degree of Master of Biotechnology (Genetics and Genomics) with Distinction  
Lachlan Nathan Giles Soraru  
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DOCTORAL DEGREES 

The following doctoral awards are presented by the Dean or nominee of the Graduate Research 

School 

Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
 

Khidhir Abdalhussein Khidhir Alhameedi  

Thesis:   Development and applications of a chemical bond theory: crystallography, 

mass spectra, and nanomaterials-based clean energy storage  

Supervisors:   Associate Professor D Jayatilaka, Dr A Karton, Dr T Hussain  

 

Ashok Kumar Chaudhary  

Thesis:   Adoption of sustainable land management practices and their impact on soil 

fertility and agricultural market surplus among smallholders in the Mahottari 

district, Nepal  

Supervisors:   Dr R Pandit, Professor M P Burton 

 

Luoyang Ding 

Thesis:   Temperament in sheep: Its genetic basis and impact on meat production 

Supervisors:   Associate Professor D Blache, Professor S Maloney, 

 Associate Professor J Rodger, Associate Professor M Wang 

 

Bhagya Madhushani Dissanayake 

Thesis:   Influence of salinity exposure on wheat root metabolism and the concept of 

tissue tolerance and susceptibility 

Supervisors:   Professor H Millar, Dr C Staudinger, Dr N L Taylor, Emeritus Professor R Munns, 

Dr M Gilliham 

 

Amriana Hifizah  

Thesis:   Horticultural harvest waste as an alternative feed with anti-methanogenic 

properties for ruminants: In vitro evaluation 

Supervisors:   Professor G B Martin, Professor P E Vercoe, Dr Z Durmic 

 

Simon Colin Kessler  

Thesis:   Molecular and genetic basis for ribosomally synthesized and  

 post-translationally modified peptides in fungi 

Supervisors:   Dr Y H Chooi, Dr J Mylne 

 

Khan Muhammad Shoaib  

Thesis:   Citral and linalool reduce methane production through actions on the rumen 

microbiota, specifically inhibiting methanogenic archaea 

Supervisors:   Professor P E Vercoe, Dr Z Durmic, Associate Professor P Kaur,  

 Professor G B Martin 

 

Anna-Sheree Krige  

Thesis:   The secret life of wildlife trypanosomes: Australian trypanosomes and their 

association with ticks (ixodidae) and biting flies (Tabanidae) 

Supervisors:   Associate Professor P L Clode, Dr A Thompson, Associate Professor C S Peacock 

 

 



 

Lan Ngoc Le  

Thesis:   Economic analysis of groundwater management for agriculture and 

environment 

Supervisors:   Dr S Iftekhar, Professor S G Schilizzi, Dr J J Fogarty 

 

Xuyen Ha Le 

Thesis:   Elucidation of mitochondrial pyruvate transport and usage in Arabidopsis 

thaliana  

Supervisors:   Professor H Millar, Dr S Huang, Dr C P Lee 

 

Brenton Andrew Leske  

Thesis:   Elucidation of traits that could reduce the susceptibility of bread wheat 

(Triticum aestivum L.) to reproductive stage frost damage 

Supervisors:   Adjunct Associate Professor T B Biddulph, Professor T D Colmer 

 

Rose Isabella McDowell 

Thesis:   Investigating cooperative activity of PPR proteins in native and synthetic 

systems 

Supervisors:   Dr K Bernath-Levin, Professor I D Small, Professor C Bond 

 

Bahram Mirfakhraei  

Thesis:   Genecological assessment of seed sourcing for plant community restoration 

under changing environmental conditions 

Supervisors:   Adjunct Associate Professor S Krauss, Adjunct Professor J Stevens,  

 Associate Professor E J Veneklaas 

 

Glenda Oh Guek Khim 

Thesis:    Elucidating the contribution of Alternative Oxidase 1a and 1d to respiration  

  rates in Arabidopsis thaliana 

Supervisors:   Professor H Millar, Dr C P Lee, Dr B M O'Leary 

 

Shilja Shaji  

Thesis:   New approaches to the impact of heat stress on production in dairy cattle 

Supervisors:   Associate Professor D P Blache, Professor S K Maloney, Dr D M Walker,  

 Dr L Marett, Adjunct Associate Professor H C Norman 

 

Asjad Tariq Sheikh  

Thesis:   Essays on the economics of soil quality: Development of soil quality indicators 

and the adoption of sustainable land management practices and willingness to 

accept for land restoration and conservation programs among land managers 

in Punjab, Pakistan 

Supervisors:   Dr R Pandit, Dr A Mugera, Professor M P Burton, Dr S P Davies 

 

Anqiang Tang  

Thesis:   Molecular phenotyping of Western Australian wheat varieties 

Supervisors:   Dr N L Taylor, Dr S Huang, Professor H Millar 

 

Soodeh Tirnaz  

Thesis:   Genome-wide identification of resistance gene analogs in the Brassicaceae 

family and investigation of DNA methylation modification in Brassica species 

against fungal pathogens 

Supervisors:   Professor J Batley, Professor M J Barbetti, Professor D Edwards 
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Jianan Wang  

Thesis:   Interfacial interactions between aqueous solutions and surfaces of gallium 

nitride-based materials 

Supervisors:   Professor B D Nener, Professor G Parish, Professor R Atkin 

 

 

HIGHER DOCTORAL DEGREES 
 

The following higher doctoral awards are presented by the Vice-Chancellor or nominee 

Degree of Doctor of Letters 
 

Vivian Louis Forbes 
 

AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY 

Degree name  
 

Kenneth Wallace 

Thesis:  Wellbeing, values, and category mistakes in environmental planning 

Supervisors:  Professor D Pannell, Dr M Kiatkoski Kim, Dr A Rogers 

 

  



 

HONORARY DOCTORAL DEGREES 

The primary purpose of conferring honorary degrees is to give public recognition to individuals for 

outstanding achievements in any recognised field of endeavour with strategic connection or 

relevance to the University, either at the State level or beyond.  

 

Honorary degrees are awarded in one or more of the following five categories: 

 

• contribution to the community; 

• contribution to the public sector; 

• contribution to the private sector; 

• achievement in internationalism; and 

• academic achievement 

 

Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science 
 

Mr Enrico Liberato Palermo 

 

Citation 

 

Enrico Palermo has demonstrated to the world the capabilities of University of Western Australia 

graduates in the spheres of science, engineering and business. He graduated from UWA with a 

Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of Engineering double degree; with majors in Applied Mathematics, 

Physics and Mechanical Engineering.  

 

After working for Woodside as a mechanical engineer, Mr Palermo was awarded a scholarship to 

study at the International Space University in France. While still a young man, he rose to be Chief 

Operating Officer of Virgin Galactic, an enterprise engaged in one of the most inspiring of ventures: 

opening up space travel to the commercial world. He was the founding member and subsequently 

President of The Spaceship Company, responsible for the design and manufacture of the 

revolutionary launch vehicle and the spacecraft deployed by Virgin Galactic for commercial space 

travel. Virgin Galactic successfully launched its first passenger-carrying spaceflight on 11th July 2021. 

 

Last year, after 14 years at Virgin Galactic, Mr Palermo was appointed Head of the Australian Space 

Agency, established in 2018 to support the growth and transformation of Australia’s space industry 

via a whole-of-government coordination of civil space activities. He now leads the initiative to 

establish a significant Australian involvement in the space industry. 

 

Enrico Palermo is presented to the Chancellor for conferral of the Honorary Degree of Doctor of 

Science, in recognition of his contribution at an international level to engineering and science as well 

as to the private sector.  
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The University’s Graduation 

Ceremonies at Winthrop Hall 
 

The first students to graduate from UWA graduated on 29 July 1914.  

 

Graduation ceremonies were originally held in the Government House Ballroom, until the official 

opening of Winthrop Hall on 13 April 1932. The Hall is one of the Hackett Memorial Buildings 

financed substantially by the very generous bequest received from the estate of Sir John Winthrop 

Hackett. It is located at the southern end of Whitfeld Court, contributing a great deal to the 

impressive nature of the University’s entrance. 

 

In those early years, a single annual ceremony was sufficient for all graduating students. Today with 

more than 25,000 enrolled students and more than 6,800 degrees, diplomas and certificates 

awarded annually, the University conducts more than 20 ceremonies each year, all in Winthrop Hall.

  

 

Measuring 41 metres long by 18 metres wide and with a height from floor to ceiling of 15 metres, 

Winthrop Hall seats 1069 people in the body of the Hall and 150 or more on the dais. The foyer 

features a mosaic floor of Italian marble, a gilded mosaic panel in memory of Sir Alfred Langler, 

whose financial skill as administrator of the Hackett estate resulted in the University receiving a 

considerably enhanced bequest, and a stained glass window in honour of Dr William Hancock, a 

pioneer of radiology in Western Australia and former member of the Senate, the governing body of 

the University. 

 

Upon entering the Hall, the impressive sights of the McGillivray Organ and the Rose Window sit 

above the dais at the opposite end of the Hall. Jarrah panelling lines the lower half of all other walls, 

each of which bears the shields of other Australian and some overseas universities. The shield for 

this University is hung centrally at the back of the dais and is a modified version of the shield in the 

original UWA Coat of Arms registered with the College of Arms in 1972. 

 

The ceiling was decorated by George Benson in 1931. In 2007, during the restoration of the organ 

and the cleaning of the Rose Window, University staff rediscovered some secret paintings. Benson 

included 10 caricatures, two unfinished, of various local dignitaries at the time. Only four of the 

caricatures have been identified to date: Dr James Battye, Sir Walter James, Judge John Northmore 

and Dr William Somerville, while the others still remain a mystery. 
 
 



 

Academic gowns 
 

The practice of wearing academic dress on formal occasions has a long and illustrious history. The 

title of Chancellor was originally bestowed on important officials in the medieval church and was 

later applied to the chief dignitary of a university. It also refers to the chief judicial officer of England, 

the Lord Chancellor, whose robes are similar to those worn by university chancellors. Thus, it is 

important to remember that the gowns of the Chancellor (who is appointed by the Senate), the Pro-

Chancellor (who is elected by the Senate to act on the Chancellor’s behalf when he or she is 

unavailable), and the Vice-Chancellor (who is the Chief Executive Officer of the University), are not 

strictly academic gowns: they do not signify the wearer’s degree but the office held.  

 

The Chancellor’s gown is of black silk faced with white silk and trimmed with gold braid down 

each front. A flap collar at the back is faced with white silk and trimmed with gold braid and with 

open sleeves fully lined with white silk, trimmed with gold braid and turned back to form a triangle 

bisected by two loops of gold cord from the shoulders. The cap is a black velvet trencher with gold 

tassel and button and trimmed with three centimetres of gold braid.  

 

The Pro-Chancellor’s gown is similar to the Chancellor’s gown but trimmed with gold cord down 

each front with a flap collar at the back faced with white silk. This is also trimmed with gold cord, 

with open sleeves fully lined with white silk, trimmed with gold cord and turned back to form a 

triangle bisected by a loop of gold cord from the shoulders. The Pro-Chancellor also wears a black 

velvet trencher cap with gold tassel and button and trimmed with one-and-a-half centimetres of 

gold braid.  

 

The Vice-Chancellor’s gown is trimmed with silver braid down each front with a flap collar at the 

back faced with white silk. Silver braid trims this collar and the open sleeves are fully lined with 

white silk, rimmed with silver braid and turned back to form a triangle bisected by two loops of silver 

cord from the shoulders. The black velvet trencher cap has a silver tassel and button and is trimmed 

with three centimetres of silver braid. 
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Officers of the University 
 

As at July 2022  

 

Chancellor 

The Honourable Robert S French AC CitWA 

 

Pro-Chancellor 

Mr Frank Cooper AO, BCom W.Aust. 

 

 

Executive  

 

Vice-Chancellor 

Professor Amit Chakma, Diplng IAP, MASc PhD UBC, DEng (Hons) Waterloo, DSc (Hons) Dhaka, 

PEng, ICD.D 
 

Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Acting) 

Professor Tim Colmer, BSc(Agric) W.Aust., PhD UC Davis 

 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) (Acting) 

Professor Anna Nowak, MBBS PhD W.Aust., MLdshp Deakin, FRACP, GAICD,  

 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education) 

Professor David Sadler, FRSA, PFHEA, NTF, MAICD 

 

Chief Financial Officer 

Ms Leona Marquand, BA(Hons) UOP, DipIFR ACCA, GradDipAppFin FASEA, FCA 

 

 

Other principal office-bearers 

 

Chair of the Academic Board 

Professor Raymond Da Silva Rosa, BCom PhD W.Aust. 

 

Visitor 

His Excellency the Honorable Chris Dawson APM, Governor of Western Australia, ex-officio 

 

Warden of Convocation 

Emeritus Professor Jenny Gregory AM, BA PhD W.Aust. 

 

Immediate Past Warden of Convocation  

Clinical Professor Lesley Cala, MBBS MD W.Aust., DMRD, FRANZCR, FRCR 

 

Pro Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Education) 

Professor Jill Milroy AM, BA W.Aust. 

 

  



 

University Senate 
 

Chancellor 

The Honourable Robert S French AC CitWA 

 

Members 

Pro Chancellor Frank Cooper AO, BCom W.Aust. 

Vice-Chancellor Amit Chakma, Diplng IAP, MASc PhD UBC, DEng(Hons)Waterloo, DSc(Hons) Dhaka, 

PEng, ICD.D 

Chair of the Academic Board - Raymond da Silva Rosa, BCom PhD W.Aust. 

Amitabh Jeganathan, (Student Guild President) 

Brett Davies, BJuris, LLB, LLM, Dip.Ed, B.Arts(Hons), CTA, AIAMA, MBA Murdoch, SJD W.Aust.  

Jane den Hollander AO, BSc(Hons) MSc Wits, PhD Card, Hon Doc Deakin, Hon Doc Card. 

Jill Benn, BComm(Media)(Hons) E.Cowan, GradDip(InfoLibStds) Curtin, GAICD, PFHEA

Joanne Farrell, BSc W.Aust., GradDipMgt Curtin, BLP UNSW, SLP LBS   

Julie O’Neill, BEc(Hons), EMBA W.Aust. 

Linda Kenyon, BJuris, LLB W.Aust., FGIA 

Max Beard, BSc W.Aust. (Post-Graduate Student Association President) 

Michael Byrne, MSc DU 

Nin Kirkham, BA PhD W.Aust. 

Robert Olivier, BSc W.Aust., BSocSc(Hons) Curtin, PhD W.Aust. 

Susan Lee Murphy AO, BEng W.Aust. 

Warren Kerr AM, BArch W.Aust., MHP UNSW, LFRAIA, FACHSM, FAIM Hon AIA Hon FNZIA 
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